
Charitable Legacies 

We all know we don’t live forever – not this side of paradise, at least! But dying doesn’t mean that you stop being 
appreciated! Most of us think of an inheritance as something we leave to our families, but It’s also possible to help care 
for at-risk children around the world through our Wills. In this way, the same stewardship principles we follow in life can 
apply to the resources we leave behind, something else that we can be remembered for. 

Planned gifts (including wills, bequests, charitable gift annuities, and other legacy vehicles) provide each of us with an 
opportunity to let our children and others close to us learn about our values and the things that are important to us. 

When writing your Will, those close to your heart, of course, will come first. However, once everyone else has been 
provided for, please think of Hope for Kids International.  Leaving a specific amount (a pecuniary legacy) or a share of your 
estate after the pecuniary legacies have been paid (a residuary legacy) are ways you could consider supporting our work 
with orphans and vulnerable children. 

Leaving a legacy to Hope for Kids International is one of the greatest gifts that you can give – you will be helping to 
continue the work that traces back to 1916, when what was to become Kids Alive International, our trusted partner 
worldwide, first started Shantung Province, China, when missionaries Leslie and Ava Anglin began taking in homeless 
Chinese children.  

If you have decided to remember Hope for Kids International in your Will it is important to get the wording right. Make 
sure you include our full name, our registered charity number and our registered address: 

Hope for Kids International 
Park House 
45 The Park 
Yeovil 
Somerset 
BA20 1DF 
Registered charity in England and Wales – 1140641 
 

Also, if you wouldn’t mind letting us know that we are included in your Will – and why – it will help us to ensure that we 

keep you up to date with our work - and we’d like to tell other people why you think that giving to Hope for Kids 

International is important. Your words could encourage others to support us in the same way. Please drop us an email! 

Creating or changing your Will 

The best advice when considering writing a Will is to use the services of a solicitor. If you already have a Will, the simplest 

way to change it is to have a codicil drawn up. A codicil is a short, simple legal document which can be appended to a Will 

– rather than re-writing the whole document – to effect an amendment, such as adding a beneficiary.  

For completeness, you may like to know the other types of gift that can be mentioned in a Will – these are: 

 A particular named item left as a gift in your Will is known as a specific legacy, for example, a piece of jewellery. 

 Legacies made on the basis of another event happening first are called contingent gifts. For example, your Will 
could state that a gift only applies if all other beneficiaries named in your Will die before you do. 

 A reversionary legacy is a gift which someone can benefit from in their lifetime. For instance, your house could 
be left for the use of a relative. When they die it could pass to someone else, or to a charity. 

Are there any tax benefits to making a bequest to Hope for Kids International? 

Most gifts you leave to a charity are tax free for the charity and would normally have the added advantage of reducing 
the total value of your estate for Inheritance Tax purposes. Inheritance Tax is currently charged at 40% if your estate is 
over a certain value. The threshold for Inheritance Tax changes frequently so you’ll need to keep up to date with these 
changes to prevent your loved ones paying more Inheritance Tax than necessary. We recommend you consult a solicitor 
for full details of tax benefits. 

Can I change my mind about leaving a legacy to Hope for Kids International? 

Of course.  Even if you have told us you are planning to leave a legacy you are free to change your Will at any time. 

 

If you want to engage with us more on this subject, please contact us www.hopeforkids.co.uk/contact-us 

 

http://www.hopeforkids.co.uk/contact-us

