
Hope Changes 
     Everything…

“Be strong and take heart, all you who hope in the Lord.”
Psalm 31:24 (NIV)

GUATEMALA 
Casa Ester 
Independence Home
Casa Ester, Kids Alive’s ministry 
to young women whose lives 
were shattered by exploitation, 
was born from a need to provide 
safe transitional housing for girls 
who grew up at Oasis. These girls 
have been rescued from dangerous 
environments, most often coming to 
Oasis under court-ordered protective 
custody and bearing the deep scars 
of their trauma. Casa Ester provides 
a supportive home for young women 
aged 18 and older where they learn 
important life skills, receive ongoing 
Christian discipleship, and continue to 
higher education programs. 
In 2017, the Casa Ester ministry 
expanded to care for older girls with 
special circumstances. Our La Arquilla 
moms (girls who became pregnant as a 
result of sexual assault and have given 
birth) arrive at Casa Ester with their 
child, where they receive education, 
career support, and child care. We have 
also developed a program to support 
older girls who, because of disabilities or 
learning delays, cannot live independently.   
Casa Ester has now opened its doors 
to older girls who have been forced to 
leave other facilities and have nowhere 
to go. Responding to the need for more 
space, we are constructing a second 
level on the home, and there are currently 
nine girls in residence, with three having 
just “graduated” to living off campus. We 
are privileged to be giving hope to young 
women whose lives and dreams were 
shattered all too soon, but who are now 
walking forward into futures where their 
dreams can come true.

For older teenagers who need safe shelter from abuse, it can be 
impossible to find a place to accept them. Christy* is a victim of 
human trafficking and carries the emotional and physical scars that 
come from those desperate circumstances. For a while, she and her 
sister were living in a shelter that specialized in victims of trafficking, 
but their experience there was not helpful or positive. Once Christy 
turned 18 she was not eligible for a government shelter, and they 
couldn’t find a private ministry to take them both. The sisters did 
not want to be separated, and it seemed Christy’s only option 
was living on the streets. Thankfully, someone contacted Kids Alive 
Guatemala on their behalf, and they found hope. 
Casa Ester is one of the few ministries in Guatemala willing to 
accept teenagers, and we welcomed the girls with open arms. 
Christy has marveled at the different atmosphere in her new 
home, where they are not only safe but also encouraged and 
loved. She often says that she now has the family she has so 
desperately wanted. Because of the support your gifts make 
possible, she is attending high school along with beauty 
school, and is even considering university at some point. 
The circumstances of her past seemed an obstacle too big 
to overcome, but we are thankful that Christy found the 
hope and help she needed to face the future 
with confidence.

*name changed to 
protect privacy

AT CASA ESTER INDEPENDENCE HOME!
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What’s happening…
IN GUATEMALA?

Partner with us 
     in prayer…

Guatemala is home to over 17 million people with a 
vibrant mix of Spanish and Mayan cultures and boasts a 
beautiful and unique ecosystem. But much of the country 
is mired in poverty, systemic family violence, and child 
trafficking. One-fourth of the country’s population live in 
extreme poverty, resulting in one of the highest rates of 
malnutrition in the world for children under five.
Physical and sexual abuse is rampant, and few 
perpetrators are brought to justice. Many children, mostly 
young girls, are at risk for dangerous child labor and 
forced prostitution. And hundreds of thousands of school-
aged children are not in school at all. The needs here 
are staggering.
Even in situations that seem hopeless, Kids Alive is 
committed to rescuing victims of heart-breaking abuse 
and showing them their inherent worth and potential. The 

wounded girls we serve need safety, stability, and intensive 
counseling as they heal from trauma.
Our ministries are witnessing life-changing results. A local 
church partners with us in bringing tangible support to children 
in the remote Zapote area of Guatemala, offering food, 
education, and family services. And we recently received 
government approval and assistance to begin our new Families 
Together program, the first of its kind in Guatemala.
At Casa Ester, we added a second story to the house, 
allowing us to assist even more young women as they 
transition to adulthood. And the majority of our high school 
graduates are going on to higher education of some kind. 
Despite the challenges facing the Guatemalan people, we 
know that no situation is beyond hope. Our mighty God 
loves these children and we will continue to show them 
that love in any way possible.

God is working at Casa Ester! Please pray for:
l Spiritual growth and healing for girls coming 

to us from other ministries
l Wisdom as we walk alongside young ladies 

who cannot live independently due to 
developmental problems

l God to allow us to open our doors to even more 
hurting young women 
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